To children’s guardians
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Guide for foreign students to start school
Procedures for Entering Japanese Schools
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Japanese Elementary and Secondary Education
Japanese public elementary and secondary schools
accept foreign children free of charge, same as Japanese
students, if they wish to enter, and the opportunity of
receiving the same education as Japanese students is
garanteed to foreign children.
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/ l The term of elementary and junior secondary school
Children enter elementary school (shougakkou) in the April
following their 6th birthday and study for six years, After
graduating from elementary school, students enter junior
high school (chuugakkou) for a further three years.
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/I Tuition and Textbooks
Tuition of public elementary and junior high schools are
free of charge. Textbooks used in elementary and junior
high schools are also free of charge. However, you have to
pay the fee of school lunch and school supplies every

Kmonth.
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(l Financial Assistance
Financial assistance can be received from the board of
education of cities, towns or villages for school supplies
and school lunches, if it is determined that there is a need
for this.
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/l School Subjects
In elementary school, students study Japanese (kokugo),
social studies (shakai), arithmetic (sansuu), science (rika),
life studies (seikatsu), music (ongaku), drawing and crafts
(zuga kousaku), home economics (katei) and physical
education (taiiku). Other subjects such as moral education
(doutoku), special activities and integrated studies are also
taught.
In junior high school, students study Japanese (kokugo),
social studies (shakai), mathematics (suugaku), science
(rika), music (ongaku), art (bijutsu), physical education
(taiiku), technical arts and home economics (gijutsu katei)
and foreign languages (gaikokugo-usually English), etc.
Students also study moral education, special activities, and

Kintegrated studies.
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¥* PTA Activity

There is a group called the PTA (Parents and Teachers Associa -
tion) that consists of parents/guardians and teachers. This group
offers activities such as “Safety Guidance for Travelling to and
from School’ etc. The parents’ active participation is desirable.

Admission Procedure of entering public
elementary and secondary school

Parents/guardians need to go to the alien registration
counter and the education board of the City Hall (or the
ward, town or village office). Parents should inform this
office of their desire for their children to attend a
Japanese public school.

“I'd like to put our child in a school, please do the

procedure.”
Decide the school and do the procedure.
(Children’s grades are usually determined by their age.)
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Parents/guardians should go to the school with their
child/children to discuss their child’s school life with the
teachers.

"At a board of education we did the procedures and we
are told to put our child in this school. Please do the
admission procedure.”

A child will have various possibilities
in his/her future after he/she gradu-
ates from the junior high school.

@ Various courses after graduation of junior high
school

In Japan, many students who graduate from junior high
schools go on to upper high schools. Some students
go on to colleges of technology, specialized training
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college general courses, specialized training college
upper secondary courses or get a job.

In the web page of Ministry of Education, Culture,
Sports, Science and Technology, you find the
guide for starting school in seven languages.

NEHEER—LN—I T, 7 HEGEIC
&BHEULLMERAZLHELTVET,

#2E - FAfFEE. J 1 M LAFE PEE.
ARA VR T« UE /58 REE.
RIL bAIIVEE

Korean, Viethnamese, Chinese, Spanish,
Filipino, English, Portuguese

http://www.mext.go.jp/a_menu/shotou/clarinet/003/001.htm#a09




